White House Pollinator Initiative

e Release date is mid-Feb or later

* Increase forage and plantings on federal lands,
transportation corridors

e Affordable seed mixes for pollinators
e Effects of Pesticides on pollinators
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Meant to be a unified plan 

Initial signs are worrisome. EPA Soybean report, GSA non-treated materials, Fish and Wildlife Serve action. listening sessions dominated by anti-pesticide folks and native seed proponents 

Neonic registration review timeline unclear was 2018 many be pushed up to 2016 or 2017.  

White House has approached ASTA to arrange for free seed distribution for residential and school use. 


ASTA Comments

 Practical solutions are needed to increase
pollinator forage

— Regionally adapted and available seed

 Long-term cooperation is needed between
seed industry, US and state government.

— High, quality and affordable seed
e Neonicotinoid seed treatments are an
important tool for growers. as’m
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ASTA comments on overall plan submitted November 17 
Plan out in early 2015 

Comment period right now on EPA study on soybeans. Can make comments at Syngenta booth. 




EPA Activities Related to White House
Pollinator Initiative

— EPA to assess neonicotinoid pesticides for impact on
bee health

— New requirements - Flupyradifurone

— Evaluating pollinator protection language for
neonicotinoids and about 65 active ingredients

e LD 50 of less than 11 micrograms per bee

e Could impact labels for 1,600 products (spray only)
— Unknown what language will be
» No application during bloom
» Not above 55 degrees
» Night only
— Compliance with state plan could be

. )
alternative asm
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This decision was one of the first to incorporate newly-required bee studies and involved evaluating the largest number of bee-related studies ever for the registration of a new chemical. EPA reviewed 437 studies including 38 different tests on bees to analyze the potential exposure and effects of flupyradifurone. These included evaluation of the sublethal effects of pesticides on all life stages of bees, as well as effects on colony health in field studies. The field studies examined pollinator-attractive crops while bees were actively foraging after the crops had been treated through various application methods (seed, soil and foliar) to demonstrate very high exposure.


State Pollinator Protection Plans

e Current California, Colorado, Florida, North
Dakota, Mississippi

* Model being developed for other states
Key Elements

e Stakeholder engagement

* Notification of hive locations and pesticide
application

e Guidance on application a OI
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Neonicotinoids Popular Target in
Coverage of Pollinator Health

CBCNEWS |Technology & Science

SPECIAL REPORT | Bee researchers raise more warning flags
about neonicotinoid pesticides

Neonicotinoid build-up Is contributing to collaps

& of colonies, researchers say. Not everyone agrees
= 7 2 s

1 Home UK Africa Asia Euvrope LatinAmerica Mid-East US&Canada Business Health SciEmvironmt E
= Widespread impacts of neonicotinoids
g¢ 'impossible to deny' :

. on/ ..
est:

17\

The decline of bees around the world has increased focus on
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White House Pollinator Initiative
EPA to assess neonicotinoid pesticides for impact on bee health 
Saving America’s Pollinators Act 
73 co-sponsors in House
EPA study
Benefits of Neonicotinoid Seed Treatments to Soybean Production
“seed treatments provide negligible overall benefits to soybean production in most situations.”



EPA Study on Neonic Seed Treatment
for Soybean

 “Concludes that these seed treatments
provide negligible overall benefits to soybean
production in most situations.”

o “Multiple foliar insecticides are available
....have been found to be as efficacious as
neonicotinoid seed treatments for target

pests. “ a Som
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ASTA CLA Joint Comments to EPA

 Report has needlessly cast uncertainty
over products with demonstrated benefits

A meta-analysis performed on the data
analyzed by EPA revealed a 2.6 bushel per
acre benefit

 Aglnfomatics review of data from 23
states showed a 2.8% increase

* Benefits analysis should look beyond yiagm
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Beyond yield – no till, early planting, alternatives 


ASTA CLA Joint Comments to EPA
cont’d

 The process used by EPA is inconsistent
with law and basic principles of fairness.

 EPA should prepare a benefits
assessment for all uses after it has
completed its risk assessment

 EPA should request registrant data and
give time to comply 3 .I
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A benefits assessment for a single use before the Agency has completed its final risk assessment for imidacloprid, thiamethoxam and clothianidin compromises registration review.
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The use of seed treatment technologies by farmers, including neonicotinoid insecticide treatments, is an effective tool to provide the necessary protection of seeds for a strong, healthy start. Seed treatments have been used for decades and thanks to advances in the technology, only milligrams of active ingredient are now used per individual seed. 

Lately, concerns have been raised about neonicotinoid seed treatments and pollinator health, even though it is widely recognized that a variety of factors are impacting bee health including pests, diseases and availability of forage.  

To help address these concerns, “The Guide to Seed Treatment Stewardship” was jointly produced by the American Seed Trade Association and CropLife America, with industry-wide collaboration between seed companies, seed treatment providers and universities, to provide farmers and seed companies with critical information and up-to-date guidelines for managing treated seeds effectively to minimize the risk of exposure to non-target organisms.


Follow label directions.

Comply with all regulations;
train employees.

Be aware of wind speed

Establish written protocols to & direction as well as:

minimize dust off.

. Pollinators and hives

Adopt stewardship
documentation for full life
cycle.

. Flowering habitats

Properly dispose
materials.
Properly discard of treatment,
treated seed and rinse water.

Ensure no treated seed in
commodity grain
channels.

Convey all required and
pertinent seed treatment
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OPTION 1: It is essential that those who treat, handle, transport, and plant treated seed manage them properly and in accordance with label instructions to minimize the risk of pesticide exposure to non-target organisms. Some of the critical recommendations are listed here. 

The Guide to Seed Treatment Stewardship website includes additional resources including the full Guide, instructive videos and even a glossary for both farmers and seed treatment applicators. 

Utilize this information so that we can safeguard access to this important technology for all of us. 




Additional Resources

e Key to Acronyms

* Seed Treatment Glossary ) 4
e Links to: _— [Tiedinel
« EPA and USDA ' =
regulations
e State seed laws and
regulations

e Associations and
stakeholder resources

‘. e Additional labeling
information
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While we have covered many of the Guide’s recommendations in this presentation, even more information is available online. 
 
The Guide to Seed Treatment Stewardship website includes additional resources including the full Guide, instructive videos and links to federal and state regulations. 
 
Of note, the Guide does include links to label review manuals, pesticide labeling questions and answers as well as federal regulations on waste disposal. Also check out additional stakeholder resources, including the Pesticide Environmental Stewardship (PES) website and the American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators. 


Help Us Spread the
Word!

Share the Guide with your state
organizations, neighbors and friends.

www.seed-treatment-guide.com
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Outreach to states 
Translations in Spanish and Portugese
Working with Honeybee Health Coalition for expanded modules
Decks of varying lengths


Monarch

e Center for Biological Diversity, Center for food
Safety and Xerces petition to list as an
endangered species.

 Fish and Wildlife Services announce review
Timeline
— 90 day preliminary comment period — early March

— Review will take 12 month and then public
comment begins

e Senate to take up ESA reform a 0.1:5
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Decline of 90%

A primary threat to the monarch is the drastic loss of milkweed caused by increased and laterseason use of the herbicide glyphosate in conjunction with widespread planting of geneticallyengineered, herbicide-resistant corn and soybeans in the Corn Belt region of the United States and to planting of genetically-engineered cotton in California. In the Midwest, nearly ubiquitous adoption of, glyphosate-resistant “Roundup Ready” corn and soybeans has caused a precipitous decline of common milkweed, and thus of monarchs, which lay their eggs only on milkweeds. The majority of the world’s monarchs originate in the Corn Belt region of the United States where milkweed loss has been severe, and the threat that this habitat loss poses to the resiliency, redundancy, and representation of the monarch cannot be overstated. 
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