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“Nothing ever becomes real 'til it is experienced.” - John Keats

• 22 years in import/export; sales, regulatory, technical, logistics, 
marketing, business development. 

• Shipments size 100g to 44,000,000lbs. Air, Ocean, bulk, tankers.

• Shipped: to 115 countries & 56 seed/grain species 

• Possible Combinations 2,966,521,118,239,984,700,000,000,000,000,000
• (Not factoring shipping methods or buyers)

• Equals many potential issues!
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“Beginner's luck is great for beginners.” - Robert Fripp

• Many seed companies start exporting slowly with current staff but, quickly 
find they don’t have expertise to continue growing their exports.  

• 2002 I began with a grass seed company. It was a new role, and like others 
there was minimal training or assistance, just a binder with EXCERPT  
printouts.

• Limped through the years, then in 2005 – ASTA hosted a Phyto workshop in 
DC. Everyone was at the table to help resolve industry issues.

• Networking with ASTA, APHIS, industry reps. Right people, Right time!

• Learn: who to ask and where to look.

• Find and create new resources for yourself! 
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“Make the most of the resources you have.” - Anonymous

• Fast forward to 2011 - PExD.  Replaced EXCERPT (Purdue) and contains 
import requirements for US origin products.

• Comprehensive tool that includes; 
• Additional Declaration Requirements
• Prohibited / Restricted items
• Harmful Organisms
• Foreign contacts
• Definitions, time limits… 
• Import Permit Requirements,  etc.

• Training tool for staff. 
• Testing requirements new destinations.  
• Refer to it for every Export!
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“Consultant: any ordinary guy more than fifty miles from 
home.” – Eric Sevareid

• I consult with various organizations; public, private, local, regional, 
national, multi-national, large and small seed companies & seed affiliates. 

• Commonality: all have a part in the international movement of seeds from 
the PNW, nationally & globally.

• Consultation requests: increase company efficiency, save costs, be more 
independent & self-reliant, do more services in-house, train new staff, 
topic-specific training, risk mitigation and special projects. 

• I am frequently asked the same handful of questions from most all 
companies.  
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Q1: What do I need to do to ship to…?

• Your salesperson receives an inquiry from a new country.
• What are the testing requirements? 

• Are there Additional Declarations?

• What weed seeds are prohibited? (or other pathogens)

• What are the Inspection and Issuance Time limits?

• Do we need an import permit?
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Q2: Do I need an Import Permit (IP)?
• Learning the difference between:

• The buyer/importer needing the IP; or 
• An IP required for phyto issuance.

• Three key phrases to look for in PExD:
• “Phytosanitary Certificate (PC) is required.”

• No IP needed.  Ship with a phyto. 

• “Phytosanitary Certificate (PC) and Import Permit (IP) are required.”
• IP needed for the buyer to clear customs. Ship with a phyto.

• “Phytosanitary Certificate (PC) and Import Permit (IP) are required. Do not 
certify unless an IP is presented.”
• You must have a copy of the IP in order to obtain the phyto. If not in English a translation is required.

• Where does the buyer get an Import Permit?
• See ’Foreign Contact’ info in PExD
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Q3: Why does one country say…and another say…?
• Its important to know that PExD will often have different verbiage for 

the same meaning. If unsure, ask!

• Turkey: China: 

• Costa Rica: and 

• Uruguay:

• Not allowed. Determined in Visual Inspection. Not separate test. 

• Japan:

• South Korea: 

• Soil as the product is prohibited. (e.g.; potting soil)
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Q4: Do I have to test for all things listed in Harmful Organisms?

• No you do not. Example: Agrostis sp. (seeds) to Uruguay. 

• 24 nematodes listed but only 1 requires an Additional Declaration
• (Anguina tritici)
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Q5: How do I know when PExD has been updated?
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• There are no email notices for updates. Check PExD for every export.  

• Example: Norway. Note date updated and comments below for what 
was changed. 



Q6a: Does the Import Permit trump PExD?

Yes & No. Here is an an example in Bahrain where it does trump PExD. 

• PExD: 

• IP says: 

• The IP is ALWAYS the most current information from the country of 
import. If you see contradictions in an IP and PExD, advise APHIS.
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Q6b : Does the Import Permit trump PExD?

Here’s an example in Uruguay where it does NOT trump PExD. 

• PExD:

• IP: 

• If there is no specific comment about soil, it will be inspected                   
during the visual exam.  No separate test/inspection is required.
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Did you know???

• You can submit your own phyto, your freight forwarder doesn’t have 
to do it on your behalf.

• You can print your own phytos from PCIT. (except EU & Mexico)

• You can draw your own phyto samples. 
• (With NSHS accreditation.  seedhealth.org)

• You can send official samples to any accredited lab for visual 
inspection.

• You can request any ACO to issue your phyto (with an official 
inspection report).  
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THANK YOU!

karen@agcultured.com

Cell: 503.767.8232
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