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Some considerations About Staples

 OECD Rules do not specify method of attachment

 Method of attachment must take into consideration the material and 

construction of the container X tag material interaction

 A simple ban on use of “staples” is arbitrary

 Quality of the attachment should be of greater concern than the specific type 

of attachment, regardless of method

 In the U.S.:

 Type of certification tag to be applied may not be known at the time the bag is sewn

 OECD, AOSCA, state Certification Agency tag

 Or no certification tag if the seed is sold as ‘common’ (non-certified)

 Can be done quickly



U.S. Letter to Seed Certifying Agencies

28 May 2002

Kristen Thompson, Program Manager AOSCA & OECD Seed Schemes



U.S. Guidance to Seed Certifying Agencies and Seed Companies

Fall 2017

 Check with foreign customer as to their preference – may be a 

point of negotiation in the sale

 Consider alternatives to using staples, if readily available.

 If staples are used, make sure to use heavy duty staples, at minimum 

2 but 3 or 4 across the label is better. 

 Seed Certifying Agencies were challenged to provide alternatives 

where their printing capabilities permitted in a cost effective way

 The NDA would continue to work with other NDAs on stapled lots if 

the above guidance was followed.



Single Staple 



Single Staple, heavier staple and better positioning



2 staples, more solid attachment





2 staples on the side, too close to the edge



3 staples, heavier duty and 

strategically placed



Large plastic tie 

through hole 

punched in label

Works well for 

“mini-bulk” but 

not for small 

bags



Cardstock sewn 

in with closure 

stitches 

Adhesive label 

attached to the 

cardstock later


