
Federal Affairs Update 

Jane DeMarchi 



Key Leadership for 114th 
• House Agriculture Committee 

Chair: Mike Conaway, TX 
Ranking Member: Collin Peterson, MN 

• Senate Agriculture Committee 
Chair: Pat Roberts, KS 
Ranking Member: Debbie Stabenow, MI 

• House Agriculture  Appropriations 
Chair: Robert Aderholt (R-AL) 
Ranking Member: Sam Farr, CA  

• Senate Agriculture Appropriation 
Chair: Jerry Moran, KS 
Ranking Member Jeff Merkley OR  

Presenter
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House Ag AppropsAlan Nunnelee (R-MS)�Kevin Yoder (R-KS)�Tom Rooney (R-FL)�David Valadao (R-CA)�Andy Harris (R-MD)�David Young (R-IA)



Key Agriculture issues  

• Waters of the US 
• SNAP  
• Renewable Fuels Standard  
• Biotech Policy and Food Labeling 
• Pollinators/Neonics 
• Endangered Species Act  
• Climate Change  
• International – Cuba 

– Trade Promotion Authority  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WOTUS Issues of listed in order of action/hearings discussion being likely. Need to fight to get our issues on the radar. Republicans say they will do 'everything possible to stop waters of the US rule’. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) and U.S. Army Corps seek to redefine “Waters of the United States” (“WOTUS”) under the Clean Water Act (“CWA”). Expands applicability of Clean Water Act to ditches, intermittent streams, manmade canals If the proposal were to be implemented as drafted, many state waters that have been adequately regulated, monitored and protected for years at the state level would become federalized.   Federal agency policies, burdens and additional costs would be imposed on public and private land use.  Republicans and Ag are united in hating this proposalPriority for Conaway is Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, hearings to review SNAP, formerly known as food stamps. The program was a point of contention in the House during the farm bill. $80-billion-a-year program, which provides monthly food benefits to the poor dominates Farm Bill spending. Still interest in separating SNAP from Ag programs RFS Last year the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency proposed nearly three billion gallon reduction in production targets fir the Renewable Fuels Standard. On November 21, the EPA announced that it would not finalize the 2014 levels for the RFS until next year. Hope to get back on track with decision making in 2015 There is no clear direction emanating from the EPA on which direction the agency will take the RVOs next year. ESA – broken system. Monarch butterfly now under considerationClimate Change – In June, EPA proposed a plan to cut carbon pollution from power plants. Now they have proposed limiting methane emissions which will impact natural gas facilities. Tremendous backlash from Congress. 



• Innovation 
– Patent Legislation and Trade Secrets Legislation 
– International Treaty 
– USDA Research Budget 

• Environment 
– Pollinator Issues – Seed Treatment and Forage 
– Cover Crops  
– Federal seed procurement  

• Science Based Policies 
– Biotech – Labeling, Regulation, Export 
– Seed Treatment 
– Food Safety  

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oversight vs. bills being passedWill want to move quickly as 2016 will be slowed by electionLegislation through appropriations Strong opponents	Patents – tech companies	RFS – big oil	Biotech, Neonics  – activists Need to be at the top of our game to be effective. Two bright spots - we were able to convince FDA seed facilities should not be regulated as food/feed facilities. Still working on issue of facility registration for seed conditioning plants that sell into feed channels. USDA agreed to better terms for hybrid seed producers in calculating yields for farm bill programs. 



Patent Legislation 

• Goal is to curb abusive litigation by “patent 
trolls” that do not manufacture products or 
supply services based on the patents in 
question 

• Concern is unintended consequences for 
legitimate patent holders 
 
 



House and Senate Bills 
• House Bill  

– Passed by a wide margin 
– Would increase procedural requirements for patent 

holders to protect their patents: 
• New disclosure requirements for patent holders who file an 

infringement suit 

• Senate Bill 
– Not passed  
– Would require the FTC to take action against “bad-

faith demand letters” 
• What is bad faith?   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Senate bill was withdrawn from the Senate Judiciary Committee agenda in May by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt) based on lack of support“We have heard repeated concerns that the House-passed bill went beyond the scope of addressing patent trolls, and would have severe unintended consequences on legitimate patent holders”Huge super coalition formed that opposes are position. 



TRADE SECRETS PROTECTION ACT OF 
2014 

• H.R 5233 in last Congress 
• Recognizes value of trade secrets 
• “An owner of a trade secret may bring a civil 

action if the person is aggrieved by a 
misappropriation of a trade secret that is 
related to a product or service used in, or 
intended for use in, interstate or foreign”  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amends the Economic Espionage Act of 1996. 



International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources  

• Growing Support 
• Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

–We want hearing in early 2015  
American Seed Research Foundation 
American Seed Trade Association 
American Society of Plant Biologists 
Association of   
  Public and Land Grant Universities 
Biotechnology Industry Organization 
Crop Science Society of America 
 
 
 

National Association of Plant Breeders 
National Corn Growers Association 
National Council of Commercial Plant 
Breeders 
National Farmers Union 



USDA Research Budget  

• Germplasm Enhancement of Maize Project 
(GEM) 
– Budget increase for 2015 
– GEM lobbying March 25-26 

• National Plant Germplasm System 
– Recreation of National Genetic Resources Advisory 

Council (NGRAC) 
• New Foundation for Food and Agriculture 

Research 



White House Pollinator Initiative 
 

• Release date is mid-Feb or later 
 
• Increase forage and plantings on federal lands, 

transportation corridors 
• Affordable seed mixes for pollinators 
• Effects of Pesticides on pollinators  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Meant to be a unified plan Initial signs are worrisome. EPA Soybean report, GSA non-treated materials, Fish and Wildlife Serve action. listening sessions dominated by anti-pesticide folks and native seed proponents White House has approached ASTA to arrange for free seed distribution for residential and school use. We are working with HGSA. Practical solutions are needed to increase pollinator forageRegionally adapted and available seedLong-term cooperation is needed between seed industry, US and state government.  High, quality and affordable seed Neonicotinoid seed treatments are an important tool for growers.



Cover Crops, Environmental and 
Conservation Seed 

• Harmonize Policies 
• Predictable Procurement Process 



Biotech Labeling 

• Support the Safe and Accurate Food Labeling 
Act 
– Active in Coalition for Safe and Affordable Food  

• Key components 
– No state labeling allowed 
– USDA process requires documentation of FDA 

review 
– Voluntary non-GMO labeling  

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
H.R. 4432—the DARK (Deny Americans the Right to Know) ACT - See more at: Partner with BIO and others Need a functional US regulatory system for biotech traitsSupport elevation of China biotech trade issues to highest level   



Pollinator Bills in Last Congress 

• Neonic Ban 
– Protecting American Pollinators Act 

• Varroa Mite 
– Speed the review of pesticides for varroa mite and 

other pests of managed pollinators.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amend Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to increase the availability of pesticides for the management of parasitic pests that adversely impact the health of managed pollinator bees, and for other purposes. 



Monarch 

• Center for Biological Diversity, Center for Food 
Safety and Xerces petition to list as an 
endangered species.  

• Fish and Wildlife Services announce review 
Timeline 
– 90 day preliminary comment period – early March 
– Review will take 12 month and then public 

comment begins  
• Senate to take up ESA reform 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Decline of 90%A primary threat to the monarch is the drastic loss of milkweed caused by increased and laterseason use of the herbicide glyphosate in conjunction with widespread planting of geneticallyengineered, herbicide-resistant corn and soybeans in the Corn Belt region of the United States and to planting of genetically-engineered cotton in California. In the Midwest, nearly ubiquitous adoption of, glyphosate-resistant “Roundup Ready” corn and soybeans has caused a precipitous decline of common milkweed, and thus of monarchs, which lay their eggs only on milkweeds. The majority of the world’s monarchs originate in the Corn Belt region of the United States where milkweed loss has been severe, and the threat that this habitat loss poses to the resiliency, redundancy, and representation of the monarch cannot be overstated. 



Storm the Hill – June 17&18 

• Everyone is welcome 
– Large and small companies 
– State and regional associations  

• Meetings  
– House and Senate Offices 

• Prep via webinar and pre-meeting 
• Topics to cover  

– New messages developed with Global Prairie 
– Priorities for your company  

 
 



Outreach to Key Members of Congress 

• GOAL: Make contact with key members before 
June. 
– Local or DC office  
– Pick an issue of importance to your company 
– Invite member to visit your operation 

• ASTA can help 
– Virginia Houston will give you contact information 
– Talking points 
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